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DE LA GARZA APPLAUDS HOUSE PASSAGE
OF FISCAL 1994 USDA FUNDING Bll..L
For immediate release, Wednesday, June 30, 1993
WASHINGTON -- House Agriculture Committee Chainnan Kika de la Garza,
D-Texas, said the fiscal 1994 funding bill for the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA), approved by the House of Representatives Tuesday, represents "a balanced
and sound approach to allocating our limited Federal dollars to those programs that
serve American agriculture and the American people."
The House approved the $70.6 billion USDA funding bill for fiscal 1994 on a
vote of 304-119. The bill provides funding for USDA's agriculture, rural development,
domestic food assistance, and foreign aid and export programs, as well as the Food
and Drug Administration and several other related agencies.
"This is a fiscally responsible funding bill •• nearly $6 billion under the
President's budget request. I believe that the overall bill represents a balanced and
sound approach to allocating our limited Federal dollars to those programs that serve
American agriculture and the American people," said Rep. de la Garza.
Nearly 60 percent of the funding provided by the bill -- $39.5 billion -- is for
domestic food programs, including the Food Stamp Program, child nutrition, and the
Women, Infants and Children (WIC) supplemental food program.
The bill
appropriates $18 billion for fann price supports, export promotion and disposition
of surplus commodities.
"I congratulate Congressman Dick Durbin, the new Chainnan of the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture and Rural Development, on passage of
his first ag appropriations bill. In crafting this bill, he has shown himself to be a
diligent guardian of the taxpayer's interest," said Rep. de la Garza.
Rep. de la Garza offered and won adoption of the following amendments to
the USDA appropriations bill during House floor debate Tuesday:
(MORE)

Crop insurance -- The House adopted a de la Garza amendment that limits
taxpayer exposure on crop insurance losses. The de la Garza amendment will
authorize the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation to raise premiums and/or lower
coverage for a producer that has experienced excessive losses since 1980 and is
seeking a crop insurance policy for a farm in a county where losses have exceeded
110 percent of premiums collected more than 70 percent of the time since 1980.
This modifies Appropriations Committee language that would have denied crop
insurance to all producers in these counties.
Rural Development Administration -- The House adopted a de la Garza
amendment that restores funding for the Rural Development Administration within
USDA. This deletes Appropriations Committee language that would have eliminated
RDA and folded its functions back into the Farmers Home Administration (FmHA).
RDA was established by the 1990 Farm Act in order to better focus USDA's rural
development activities, programs that had been previously carried out by FmHA.
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